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How many years have you been involved in 
ROCmusic? 
Let me just make sure I have that right - five 
years! 
Where are you from, and what led you to 
reside in Rochester? 
I’m from New York City area -  my wife, who was 
living with me in Brooklyn, is originally from 
Rochester.  We wanted a change of pace, so we 

came over here, it was going to be a much shorter stepping stone city to 
something a little more alien to us, but we’ve been here much longer, and 
ROCmusic has been a big part of that.  
What led you to pursue teaching with an El Sistema-inspired program? 
My musical training has been less conventional, so I have flexibility as far as what I 
can teach, how I can teach, and an openness to how to do it - basically taking in 
many different pedagogies. I don’t really have a standard teaching degree or 
background, so my contemporary music and composition background, as well as 
being a private teacher, and other child care backgrounds.  The holistic approach 
that El Sistema (Learn more here!) has and invites works very well for me and the 
people I’ve worked with. 
What’s your favorite part of working with ROCmusic students? 
I think the long haul. You’re usually experiencing towards the end of the spring, or 
even into our summer program, but when you see the students you’ve worked 
with all year, or even multiple years, make those strides and kinda get past certain 
milestones and be really excited to be playing new repertoire, and, so yeah, just 
those kind of gratifying moments of the students and the families and their 
excitement, because you know, we all put in the hard work - they do and we do 
and it can be difficult at times, but it always ends up being very gratifying.  
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If there is one piece of music you 
would love for your students to 
listen to, or play, what would it be? 
That’s a great question -one piece of 
music? Ahh, lawdy, let me think about that. You know what, I was just trying to 
figure out a way to do a solo arrangement of the firebird suite (Listen here)! That’s 
always a good one I would say for the kids. I’m not really a classical guy, but I love 
that piece so much.  
What are you most looking forward to for this academic year? 
That’s a good question, I’m really looking forward to this new direction, the 
incorporation of a new culture. Every few years, there’s a staff turnover and there’s 
a mix of elements of the existing system in place, and then the new ones 
freshening it up. So I’m excited to see those being implemented and eased into 
the program, I think that’s something I’m looking forward to.  And performances, 
performances! 
What’s one non-music related hobby your students would be surprised to 
hear you are interested in? 
*no hesitation* Fantasy football. So do you have a team? How does fantasy 
football work? You pick players from all over the league, so it’s a hodgepodge of, 
you know, sometimes you’ll have players on the same team, but it’s usually they’re 
from all over.  You kinda just gotta be aware of who’s on a break week, and that 
sort of thing.  It takes up a little time, just you know, I hate having to be interested 
in what’s going on on a Thursday night, I’m like “oh gosh,” but, nonetheless, it’s 
fun. (Fantasy Football for Rookies) 
Can you tell me a little bit about your gigging life? 
I’ve been playing in bands since I was young, but I’ve been playing electric violin in 
rock bands and those type of ensembles for a long time now. I’ve played all over 
the states, and Europe multiple times and I, you know, compose scores for films 
now.  That’s what I do a lot of.  Even more so.  You know, that’s what I love doing. 
Contemporary music and trying to get paid for it..  Do you have any videos? Oh, 
people could check out my band, it’s got a dark name, but “O’Death,” we have lots 
of music videos. (Check out a couple here!)  
 
Thank you, Mr. Bob! 
Tune in next week for an interview with Gantt student, Skye Simmons! 
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