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Jess Hurdle 
Attends Gantt 
How many years have you been involved ROCmusic? 
I first started ROCmusic in 2012, so I was in fifth grade, going into 
the sixth grade. So, for me, this is my sixth year.  It’s my last year 
though, since I’m graduating. 
Which instrument do you currently play? 
I play the viola, which is really cool. I remember the first day of 
ROCmusic, where we get to choose which instrument we play. I 
remember he came in and they was doing demonstrations - 
they was playing pieces, and I heard a viola and it sounded really 
cool.  At first I thought it was a violin, like everybody else thinks 
*laughs* but then I heard a really low string, the C string, and I 
thought it was really cool and I wanted to play that.  

Have you played any other instruments? 
Before the viola, I don’t know if this counts, but I played the recorder.  
What’s your favorite piece of music or activity in ROCmusic that you are currently working 
on, and why? 
So, *laughs* one of my favorites, what we’re currently working on, is in All-Stars [a select chamber 
orchestra designed to develop student leadership and advanced musicianship skills], were 
working on a collection of Christmas music that we’re going to play for some event that Dr. Hall 
told us about (City Sings, on December 2nd).  Another thing is we’re playing a piece from the 
Incredibles, from the movie score, which sounds really cool. (insert link to this piece?) 
If you had to play another instrument that was not a stringed instrument, what would it be? 
Ooh, not a string instrument? I was gonna say bass! Ahh, I don’t know, that’s hard! I would either 
say the flute or the timpani. The flute is because when I first started the recorder, I thought it was 
a flute, because I didn’t know the difference. Plus, that’s what it said on the packaging, which is 
very wrong, and they should change that - it was obviously a recorder!  So, when I first heard a 
flute, it just sounded so beautiful.  Every time I hear, like, someone playing the flute, it reminds me 
of birds singing. The timpani because they’re cool, they’re big, they’re loud. Yeah, like, it’s funny, 
when you’re actually tuning a timpani, they make like a really funny sound, like *brrrr* (Tuning 
Timpani).  
What’s your favorite genre of music to listen to? 
Oh, there’s so many! One thing that I was told was to, like, expand your genres of music, so not 
just focusing on classical.  So, when I first started, I was listening to R&B and Hip Hop and I was  
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brought up around Gospel a lot, because, my 
mom’s a Baptist, so we go to church a lot and 
we hear a lot of Gospel music. But one that I really got into, I either have to say jazz or bluegrass, 
which is really cool. Bluegrass seems really fun to play, because you have all those great double 
stops and grace notes, and the funny thing is people be making them up on the spot, which is 
really cool. I like jazz ‘cause it’s really smooth.  Everytime I hear jazz, I always feel like I’m supposed 
to be drinking something, like I’m in a coffee shop, ‘cause that’s mostly where I hear it. I like the 
blues, sort of like that.  I love classical, too, but that’s what I’m getting into now, jazz and bluegrass. 
It’s funny because, when some people ask me, “what’s your favorite genre of music? What are you 
listening to right now?” “Bluegrass,” some people will just have a big shock on their face *laughs* 
which is really funny. 
Do you have a favorite *violist*? A favorite musician? 
My favorite violist is Mr.  Peña (Former Director of ROCmusic, Alexander Peña). Because, when he 
plays, you can see all of the emotion, and all of the passion that he puts into it, like what he has for 
music.  
What are you most looking forward to about this ROCmusic academic year? 
Well, I’m looking forward to new pieces.  Not only new pieces, ‘cause, who doesn’t like new pieces 
*laughs*? But, I feel like I’m ready for ROCmusic to get a little challenge. Right now, it’s been 
starting off with beginner type things.  I want to see how far ROCmusic can actually go; how far it 
can challenge us.  
What is your favorite non-music activity to do? 
Ooh, non-music.  Well, at SOTA, I’m doubled with theater, so one thing is I love seeing shows, I 
love seeing plays and musicals.  Especially being in shows and musicals, which is really fun, 
because you get to meet new friends, you get to act silly, you get to act stupid on stage, which is 
really cool *laughs*. Do you have a favorite play or musical that you’ve been in? Ooh, I haven’t 
been in it yet, but Rent is my favorite. We’re doing the show in the spring, so I’m going to audition. 
I got into the winter musical just now.  The winter musical is Elf Jr. The Musical, which is really 
cool, and I get to play Santa Clause.  
 
You can catch Jess in Elf Jr., at School of the Arts (45 Prince Street) on the main stage on: 
Friday, December 7th, 7pm          Friday, December 14th, 
7pm 
Saturday, December 8th, 2pm and 7pm   Saturday, Dember 15th, 2pm and 7pm 
 
Thank you, Jess! 
 
Tune in next week for an interview with Edgerton student, Judah Bertou! 
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